Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Sep 06, 2026

If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

“Go and tell him his fault between you and him alone”

oday, the Gospel suggests that we consider some of Jesus' recommendations to His
disciples, both from those times and for all times. Even in the community of the early
Christians, there were faults and behaviors contrary to God's will. The final verse provides
the framework for resolving problems that arise within the Church throughout history: "For
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them " (Mt
18:20). Jesus is present in every period of the life of His Church, His "Mystical Body",
invigorated by the unceasing action of the Holy Spirit. We are always brothers and sisters,
whether the community is large or small.

"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he
listens to you, you have won over your brother” (Mt 18:15). How beautiful and loyal is the
fraternal relationship about which Jesus teaches us! When faced with an offense against me
or someone else, I must ask the Lord for His grace to forgive, to understand, and ultimately,
to try to correct my brother or sister.

Today, things are not as simple as when the Church was less numerous. But if we ponder
our relationships in dialogue with our Heavenly Father, He will enlighten us to find the
time, place, and appropriate words to fulfill our duty to help one another in a spirit of
familial charity. It's crucial to purify our hearts. Accordingly, St. Paul encourages us to
correct our neighbor with a righteous intent: “Brothers, even if a person is caught in some
transgression, you who are spiritual should correct that one in a gentle spirit, looking to
yourself, so that you also may not be tempted” (Gal @ 6:1).

Our deep affection and humility will make us seek gentleness. “Go with a motherly hand,
with the almost infinite tenderness shown by our own mothers, when they were treating the
hurts and injuries, big or little, resulting from our childhood games and falls” (Saint
Josemaria Escriva). This is how the Mother of Jesus, and our Mother too, corrects us: with
inspirations to love God and our brothers and sisters more deeply.

Second Collection: The second collection today will be for Catholic University of
America. Please be generous!

Today’s Gospel: Matthew 18: 15-20

Jesus said to his disciples: "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, so that 'every fact may be established
on the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church. If
he refuses to listen even to the church, then treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax
collector. Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you,
if two of you agree on earth about anything for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to
them by my heavenly Father. For where two or three are gathered together in my name,
there am I in the midst of them."
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Holy Father’s Intention for September:

For our relationship with all of creation
Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis, we might experience our interdependence with
all creatures who are loved by God and worthy of love and respect.



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13?44

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time: Sep 06, 2026

23nd Sunday in Ordinary Time:

Today’s Gospel reading is taken from a chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, which is sometimes
called the “discourse on the Church” or the “church order” discourse. In this part of
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus speaks more directly about matters of Church discipline and
order. In today’s reading we find one of only three instances in which Jesus uses the

word church in Matthew’s Gospel. In Matthew’s record of Jesus’ teaching, we can hear
echoes of the kinds of issues faced by the early Christian community.

In the first part of the “discourse on the Church” (Matthew 18:1-14), Matthew addresses
the Christian community’s concerns about rank. Jesus responds to the disciples’ question
about who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Jesus indicates that those who wish to
enter the kingdom of heaven must be like children, and he cautions those leaders who
might lead these “little ones” astray. He also responds with the parable of the lost sheep,
indicating how God will seek out and bring back those “little ones” who have strayed.

In today’s Gospel reading, Matthew 18:15-20, Jesus addresses a common occurrence in
the Christian community: a dispute between two members of the Church. Jesus outlines a
procedure for settling such matters fairly. The victim should privately address the offender
and attempt to resolve the dispute without outside involvement. If that fails, then the
victim should bring two or three witnesses and confront the offender again. If the dispute
is still unresolved, the matter should be brought to the attention of the entire community.
If the offender refuses to adhere to the reparations prescribed by the community, then
Jesus suggests that the offender may be expelled from the Church.

Jesus does not discourage disagreement within the community of the Church; he
acknowledges the reality of conflict and error and offers his disciples a means for
addressing such matters. It is in the conclusion to this teaching that the message of hope is
found: Jesus is present with the community and will guide the community in its relations.
If decisions are taken in prayer, then the community can be assured of God’s assistance.

HAPPY LABOR DAY TO ALL!
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Offering for Aug 30, 2026

Total Sum. Collection $3,892.00
Capital Improvement $ 126.00

Votive Candles $ 91.00

Baptism: Arrangements must be made one week in ad-
vance.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sunday from 8:30 am to
9:00 am or by appointment.

Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months
prior to plan date of wedding.

Twenty-third
Ordinary Time:

Sunday in

“Where two or three are
gathered in My name ...” The
community who gathers in
Christ needs leadership.

Vocation Office at
(603) 663-0196 or email:
cmartel@rcbm.org

Mass Schedule & Mass Intentions

Sun 9/06: * Louis Canh by Holly Le
* Joseph and Maria by Hong Au family
* Ann Huong by Lap Sam family
Mon 9/07: * Joseph and Maria by 1 person
Tues 9/08: * Peace for family by Ngan Cuong
Wed 9/09: * Peace for family by Mily

* Peace for family and intention by 1 person
Thus 9/10: * Louis Canh by Holly Le

* Ann and Joseph by Quyen Nguyen
Fri 9/11: * Francis and Maria by 1 person

* Andrew, Ann, Thomas, Paul, Maria, unborn
babies and all souls by Luan Bui family
Sat 9/12: * Maria by Cau Van Nguyen

* Rosa, ancestor both sides, all souls and
intention by 1 person




