Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Aug 02, 2026

The hand of the Lord feeds us; he answers all our needs.

Bring them here to me:

Today, Jesus shows us just how much He wants to involve us in his saving work. He who
had created the heavens and the earth out of nothing, could have easily created a rich
banquet from nothing to satiate the multitudes. But He preferred to work the miracle
starting with the best his disciples could give him. “Five loaves and two fish are all we have
here.” (Mt 14:17), they said. “Bring them here to me” (Mt 14:18), Jesus replied. The Lord
was able to multiply that meager donation —not enough even to feed a typical family— to
nourish about 5,000 families.

The Lord showed the same protocol at the wedding feast of Cana. He who created all the
seas could easily have filled the six 30-gallon containers with choice wine from scratch. But
He again wanted to involve his creatures in the miracle, by having them fill the containers
with water first.

We see the same principle in the celebration of the Eucharist. Jesus begins not from
nothing, nor from grain and grapes, but from bread and wine, which already contain within
the work of human hands.

The late Cardinal Francois Xavier Nguyen van Thuan, imprisoned from 1975-1988 by the
Vietnamese communists, wondered how he could further Christ's kingdom and care for his
flock while undergoing the brutal suffering of solitary confinement. He realized he might
not be able to do much from a prison cell, but at least each day he could offer to the Lord
his “five loaves and two fish,” and let God do the rest. The Lord multiplied those little
efforts into a witness that has inspired not only the Vietnamese but the whole Church.

Today the Lord is asking us, his modern disciples, to give the crowds something to eat (cf.
Mt 14:16). No matter how much or how little we have, let us give it to the Lord and let him
take it from there.

Today’s Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew in a boat to a deserted
place by himself. The crowds heard of this and followed him on foot from their towns.
When he disembarked and saw the vast crowd, his heart was moved with pity for them,
and he cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples approached him and said,
“This is a deserted place and it is already late; dismiss the crowds so that they can go to
the villages and buy food for themselves.” Jesus said to them, “There is no need for
them to go away; give them some food yourselves.” But they said to him, “Five loaves
and two fish are all we have here.” Then he said, “Bring them here to me,” and he
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two fish,
and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing, broke the loaves, and gave them to the
disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds. They all ate and were satisfied, and
they picked up the fragments left over twelve wicker baskets full.
Those who ate were about five thousand men, not counting women and children.
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time:

"Taking the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, he said the blessing,
broke the loaves, and gave them to his disciples, who in turn gave them to the crowds.
They all ate and were satisfied, and they picked up the fragments left over -- twelve wicker
baskets full.”" Matthew 14:19-20

If we follow Jesus, there will always be more than enough. The young man gave his 5
loaves and 2 fish, and with that Jesus was able to feed thousands with plenty left over.



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/13?44

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Aug 02, 2026

Holy Father’s Intention for August:

For mutual coexistence
Let us pray that societies where coexistence seems more difficult might not succumb to
the temptation of confrontation for ethnic, political, religious, or ideological reasons.

Meditations:

Meditations for the Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time focus on God's profound
compassion, physical and spiritual nourishment, and the miracle of the multiplication of
the loaves. The readings emphasize that God alone satisfies our deepest hungers without
cost.

God feeds the crowds out of mercy, taking our meager offerings and multiplying them.

True Satisfaction: Isaiah calls us away from things that do not satisfy to partake freely in
the Lord's sustenance.

Eucharistic Foreshadowing: Jesus blessing, breaking, and giving the bread points directly
forward to the Last Supper and the gift of the Eucharist
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Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time: Aug 02, 2026

Offering for July 26, 2026

Total Sum. Collection $5,440.00
Capital Improvement $ 200.00

Advertisement $ 500.00
Votive Candles $110.00

Baptism: Arrangements must be made one week in ad-
vance.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Sunday from 8:30 am to
9:00 am or by appointment.

Marriage: Arrangements must be made at least 6 months
prior to plan date of wedding.

Eighteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time: “The hand of
the Lord feeds us; he answers
all our needs.” Are you being
called to help the Lord feed
His people with the truth of
His gospel as a priest, deacon
or in the consecrated life?

Vocation Office at
(603) 663-0196 or email:
cmartel@rcbm.org

Mass Schedule & Mass Intentions

Sun 8/2: * Paul by 1 person

* Thanksgiving by Lap Sam family

* Maria Oanh Hoang by family
Mon 8/3: * Peter Diep by Ho Thao
Tues 8/4: * Peace for family and intention by Ly Nguyen
Wed 8/5: * Francis by Thanh Hop

* Ann and unborn babies by Thu Dung
Thus 8/6: * Maria, thanksgiving and intention by 1person
Fri 8/7: * Maria by Hoa Nguyen
* Thanksgiving by Ca Doan

Sat 8/8: * Peter Phuoc by Cao Phuong




